THE   KNIGHTS
lived in this palace was not all that historians try
to make it out to be* It is no wonder they often
went out to one of the numerous country palaces,
leaving their cares behind as they hunted or relaxed
amid the charming gardens*
It is true that the Grand Masters did live like
princes ; with Chamberlains* Masters of the Horse*
Seneschals-in-charge, Masters of the Robes* and
twenty knights and forty officers employed about
the palace on various duties, as well as innumerable
servants* they certainly wielded the power of princes*
The pity of it was that those who ruled in the
palace* and gathered power into their hands, were
generally too old to exercise it properly* The rule
in the Order appeared to be to elect as old a man as
possible, so that there would be frequent changes,
and the hands on the reins unlikely to use the curb*
One is, of course, speaking of the later days in
Malta*
Today the palace is the seat of government, the
official residence of the Governor, and a museum*
Now and again the Governor gives a dance, and the
chapter-hall, which is now the ballroom, once
more awakens* Women in butterfly-like dresses
and men in splendid uniforms glide over the smooth
floor to the sounds of a subdued band* In the long,
armoured-filled galleries, and state apartments, are
the sitting-out places j and something of the old